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Abstract

The rapid expansion of online lotteries on social
media platforms, particularly those involving user
payments in exchange for a chance to win prizes, has
generated significant debate regarding their criminal
characterization under Iranian law. Following the
amendment to Article 705 of the Islamic Penal Code,
participation in chance-based lotteries resulting in the
transfer of participants’ funds to winners has been
criminalized. However, in certain operational models,
collected funds remain with the organizer while only
the winner receives the prize, creating interpretative
uncertainty concerning the scope of the statutory
prohibition. Using a descriptive analytical approach
and library-based research method, this study
examines the jurisprudential foundations of gambling
and analyzes the Iranian legal framework, particularly
Article 705 of the Islamic Penal Code and Article 2 of
the Law on the Intensification of Punishment for
Bribery, Embezzlement, and Fraud. Four objective
criteria  financial payment or  commitment,
predominance of chance, the status of collected funds
and possibility of restitution, and the organizer’s
financial benefit are proposed as benchmarks for
assessing the criminal liability of online lottery
schemes. The findings suggest that mere receipt of
payment or unilateral financial benefit, absent
statutory violation, is insufficient to establish criminal
liability. The proposed framework clarifies the
boundary between legitimate economic activity and
punishable conduct in cyberspace and provides
guidance for digital regulatory policy and the
enhancement of criminal justice in online
environments.

Keywords: Lottery, Gambling, Lottery-Based Game
of Chance.
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